
 
 

Tar Beach 
Project Agenda 

 
Grade 3-5 
 
Description: In this collaboration, the two classes will read Tar Beach by 
Faith Ringgold and create patchwork dreams to share during a 
videoconference. 
 
Materials: 

• A copy of Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold; writing/coloring utensils; 3 sheets of 
paper (9X9; 10X10; and 14X14) per student. The 10X10 should be different 
pastel colors. The 14X14 sheet should be the same darker hue for the entire 
class. Depending on presentation method is chosen, a document camera or an 
easel with a zoomed-in preset.  

 

 Pre-Conference Activity:

1. Students in each class (Class A and Class B) read Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold. 
 
2. Students write their dreams. 

 
3. Students draw their dreams on a 9 X 9 inch paper. 

 
4. Glue dream paper to a 10 X 10 inch of light-colored paper.  

 
5. Students write their dreams in the border. 

 
6. Glue 10 X 10 inch drawing to 14 X14 inch dark-colored paper.  

 
7. Each class votes on 5 patchwork dreams to share with distant class. A 

presentation method is chosen for sharing the 5 patchwork dreams with the 
distant class. ** 

** 3 Ways to show 2-dimensional artwork: 1) Place the patchwork dream under a 
document camera. 2) Take digital photos of each patchwork piece and create a 
PowerPoint slide show. 3) Place patchwork on an easel and create a camera 
preset that is zoomed in on the artwork on the easel. In all cases, you should do 



a quick test connect with the distant class teacher to makes sure the distant class 
can see the artwork.  

 

Videoconference Event Activity (30 minutes): 

• Welcome and Introduction (5 minutes) 
o Each class introduces itself. This should include visuals--ie, a map to 

point out school location. If you can, share digital photo(s) of school, 
school grounds, and/or community. A PowerPoint slide show with one 
photo per slide works well.** 

• Presentations (20 minutes) 
o Each class takes turns showing their 5 patchwork dreams, one at a time.  

• Closing (5 minutes) 
o Students look for similarities/differences in the patchwork dreams for each 

class. Students discuss which part of the project was their favorite. 

**Need help? There are several different ways 2-D and 3-D materials can be 
transmitted across videoconferencing. Contact Susan Neale at 
sneale@mail.nasboces.org for how-tos. 
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